March-April Presidents Message

Now that winter is behind us, and most municipal budgets are set, it is time that we focus on our core mission of enforcing the Uniform Fire Code.

But first a few reminders:


Our next meeting is scheduled for April 13th in Rochelle Park hosted by Fire Official Darryl DeMott. Associated Fire Protection are our featured speaker. They are also the sponsors of the refreshments. Please make every effort to attend. Remember you receive Division Credit towards your required CEU’s for attending. Your officers work very hard with the education committee to obtain interesting topics so please make every effort to attend.


Vice president Silvia will have an update on the 40 Hours arson course this association is sponsoring at the April meeting. If you gave Vice- President Silvia your name, you are registered for the course. 

Some members including myself attended the 3-day seminar sponsored by the International Association of Arson Investigators-NJ Chapter in Atlantic City. This was a very fact filled time that resulted in a very positive exchange of information from national leaders in Arson Investigation. I encourage all members to join this organization and participate in their seminars. Division of Fire Safety credit is awarded for the completion of this seminar.

Recently, Fire Engineering magazine posted a video hosted by Paul T. Dansbach, Fire Marshal of Rutherford and a member of this Association on Hidden Bow String Truss Roofs. It was very enlightening to see what really is out there. Please go to:

 http://firee-media.com/portal/wts/cemczdaA7sqbaDqrDfnB79aAscD8zd 

If that doesn’t work call Paul.

I would like to thank Paul for his service as Treasurer of this Association for the year 2010, and to also thank Jimmy Le Leclerq of Cresskill for accepting the treasurer position for 2011.

Having said that, please PAY YOUR DUES. This association functions on the dues that you pay. Everyone has to pay. There are no free rides.

The merchandise committee has been working very hard and promises some very new and interesting products that will be introduced soon. Please support them.

The new FIRE SAFETY TRAILER has been delivered to the Academy. I had the opportunity along with Vice- President Silvia to see it. It is very impressive and should be able to fulfill our needs for the next decade. It is set up for four evolutions at one time. Larry Rausch did a fantastic job in formulating the specs and seeing to it that it was purchased. He will give more information at the April meeting. A detailed instruction manual including a DVD was sent to the training officer of every Fire Department in Bergen County. We have been asked to use the donations that we collected for the rebuilding of the burned out trailer to be redirected to purchase two televisions that are needed in the new trailer.

On March 11, 2010, Larry Petrillo ended his term as Director of The Division of Fire Safety, William Kramer, long- term employee of the Division was named Acting Director. We wish them both well in their new positions.

Finally as I close, let us not forget all of our fallen Brothers and sisters not only here in New Jersey, but throughout the United States, Canada, and the rest of the world. Too many of us are dying for various reasons and it is not acceptable. We must be ever diligent in the enforcement of the fire code and safety protocols. If you experience an enforcement issue and need help, please call a member of this association to help you. We are all in this together.

See you all on the 13th in Rochelle Park.

Thomas E Simpson

President
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